
 

 

 

 

La UE i les relacions transatlàntiques amb la 
nova administració Trump 

Cicle de debats CIDOB-Oficina de Barcelona del Parlament 
Europeu  

Ponents: Ramon Tremosa i Jordi Bacaria 
Modera: Xavier Mas de Xaxàs 
 
22 de Maig 2017, 18.30h 

Aula Europa, Oficina del Parlament Europeu a Barcelona, Passeig de Gràcia, 90 

 

Documentació de base 

Parlament Europeu 
 

Briefing “The future of multilateralism: Crisis or opportunity?”; by Lazarou E.; 
European Parliamentary Research Service; May 2017. Link 
The document highlights how, in spite of widespread acknowledgement of the 
achievements of the multilateral international order established after the Second World 
War, multilateral institutions and the liberal international order in which they are 
embedded have recently been the subject of severe criticism. In this scenario, several 
scholars suggest that the EU and the G20 should be proactive in safeguarding 
multilateralism, while acknowledging and promoting the necessary reforms to the 
architecture of global governance. 
 
Briefing “How Congress and President shape US foreign policy”; by Del Monte M. 
and Lazarou E.; European Parliamentary Research Service; March 2017. Link  
In light of the discussion of the foreign policy options of the new administration under 
President Donald Trump, this briefing specifically explores the powers conferred to 
conclude international agreements, to regulate commerce with foreign nations, to use 
military force and to declare war. It also explains how Congress performs its oversight – 
or ‘watchdog’ – functions with regard to foreign policy, the tools at its disposal, and the 
role of committees in the process. 
 
In-depth Analysis “The 2016 elections in the United States: Effects on the EU-US 
relationship”; N. Bouchet; Committee on Foreign Affairs; European Parliament, 
January 2017. Link 
The briefing provides an overview of issues where US policy may change sharply during 
the next four years - and what this may mean for the EU. Less interventionism, less 
commitment to NATO and a retreat from trade liberalization could be central to Trump’s 
presidency. In order to mitigate all these risks, the EU must at least entrench existing 
cooperation with the US before trying to enhance it. It can do so by reaffirming European 
unity and solving threats to its integration, by becoming a better security “producer” and 
by “thickening” inter-parliamentary exchanges. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/603922/EPRS_BRI(2017)603922_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2017/599381/EPRS_BRI(2017)599381_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2017/578030/EXPO_IDA(2017)578030_EN.pdf


 

Briefing “EU-NATO cooperation and European defence after the Warsaw Summit”; 
by Lazarou E. and Littlehale M.; European Parliamentary Research Service; 
December 2016. Link 
On 6 December 2016 the Council of the EU adopted conclusions on implementing the 
EU-NATO Joint Declaration, signed at NATO's Warsaw Summit in July 2016. The 
Declaration holds the potential to strengthen the strategic partnership between the two 
organisations with concrete actions, but financial concerns, the will of Member States, 
and recent political developments are challenges that need to be addressed for its 
successful implementation. 
 

CIDOB 
 

“Los 100 días de la América de Trump”; by Paula de Castro; Opinión CIDOB; May 
2017. Link 
The author goes through Trump’s administration first 100 days reviewing its decision on 
domestic and foreign policy. It has become evident that, while there are strong signs of 
his unpredictability, volatility and amateurism, there is also a very particular way of 
exercising power. That has been made clear with unilateral decisions and lack of 
strategic vision after such decisions. 
 
“Sin reset a la vista: el conflicto UE-Rusia en la era Trump”; by Nicolás de Pedro, 
Notes Internacionals CIDOB; April 2017. Link 
The author underlines that in recent year Moscow has been able to exploit the 
vulnerabilities and contradictions of the Euroatlantic relationship, and that the moment of 
crisis and confusion currently experienced by Europe and US seems to be very 
favourable for Russia. In fact, the Kremlin hopes that a weakening support from the U.S 
will favour the suspension of sanctions, and undermine NATO.  
 
“Trump y el Vínculo Transatlántico”; by Pere Vilanova; Opinión CIDOB; February 
2017. Link 
The author argues that in the post-bipolar world as currently configured it is difficult to 
recognize what is, and if there is, the meaning of NATO. He identifies two main reasons 
for this: the difficulty in defining a stable global strategy for a deregulated world, and the 
difficulty in adapting any strategy into a functional and effective military structure. Trump 
and his calls for a more transactional agreement that puts “American First do not bode 
well for the solution of this impasse. 
 
“El mundo en manos de Trump”; by Jordi Bacaria; Opinión CIDOB; November 
2016. Link  
After Trump’s election, the U.S. Foreign Policy has been characterised by a strong 
uncertainty, due to the absence of clear lines of actions indicating whether or not the 
declarations made during the electoral season will amount to mere propaganda. The 
pace of change in the U.S. foreign policy will depend on the balance between Congress 
and Presidency, whereas the former might block the latter in some areas, while Trump 
might decide to bypass the legislative by means of his presidential powers. In any case, 
the author contends that it will lead to a return to unilateralism for the U.S. 
 
“Atlantic Future Shaping a New Hemisphere for the 21st Century: Africa, Europe 
and the Americas”; by Jordi Bacaria and Laia Tarragona (eds.); Monografías 
CIDOB; April 2016. Link 
This monograph is part of Atlantic Future, a now ended project financed by the European 
Commission’s 7th Framework Programme and lead by CIDOB. It provides a synthesis of 
the project, along with its main results and an update on the research work carried out. 
The aimed at studying patterns of cooperation in the Atlantic Space and presenting 
strategies on how the EU can involve itself in transatlantic relations in the context of the 
new redistribution of power that is unfolding and the rebalancing of relations around and 
within the Atlantic Space. 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/595855/EPRS_BRI(2016)595855_EN.pdf
http://www.cidob.org/publicaciones/serie_de_publicacion/opinion/seguridad_y_politica_mundial/los_100_dias_de_la_america_de_trump
https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/notes_internacionals/n1_170/sin_reset_a_la_vista_el_conflicto_ue_rusia_en_la_era_trump
https://www.cidob.org/es/publicaciones/serie_de_publicacion/opinion/seguridad_y_politica_mundial/trump_y_el_vinculo_transatlantico
https://www.cidob.org/en/publications/publication_series/opinion/seguridad_y_politica_mundial/el_mundo_en_manos_de_trump
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